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EIGHTH MEMOIR OF THE AMERICAN FOLK-LORE 

SOCIETY. 

After an interval of five years, the series of Memoirs will be con- 
tinued with an eighth volume, the " Traditions of the Skidi Pawnee," 
by Dr. George A. Dorsey, Curator of the Department of Anthro- 
pology, Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, 111. 

The collection of traditions contained in the Memoir was begun 
in 1899, under a special grant made by the Field Columbian Museum, 
and was carried on until the end of 1902, from which time the work 
has been continued with funds provided by the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington, D. C. The trustees of both these institutions have 
consented to the publication of the traditions in their present form. 

The Skidi form one of the bands of the Pawnee ; their ancestral 
home, according to their own belief, was on the Loup River, in Cen- 
tral Nebraska, where it is said that remains of their earth lodges 
may still be seen. In 1874, together with other bands of the Paw- 
nee, they were transferred to Oklahoma, and in 1893 received lands 
allotted in severalty, since which time they have been citizens of the 
United States. 

The tales included in the collection may be divided into two 
classes, according as they are originally sacred traditions, serving to 
explain ceremonial, or are simply narratives related for the mere 
interest of adventure. The first class, rite-myths or myths alluded 
to in ritual, like the ceremonies themselves, are personal property, 
which have been paid for by the owner, and according to his belief 
form an essential part of his life. Recitation of these implies the 
giving-out of a portion of the possessor's life, and consequent short- 
ening of his days ; their obtaining in full is consequently difficult. 
In course of time these cease to become the exclusive property of 
the priesthood, lose their esoteric character, and become current as 
ordinary adventures. 

Beside the myths of origin, are recounted a vast number of other 
stories, known collectively as " Coyote tales," even although the in- 
dividual history may have nothing to do with the coyote. Inasmuch 
as this animal has the credit of great resource and artifice, and is 
seldom vanquished in contests, the victory of the coyote indicates 
the desire of the narrator that he may himself be equally successful 
in whatever venture he may have in hand. These tales are related 
when men assemble together during the winter months, at home, on 
the hunt, or the warpath. 

As the volume will not be ready for delivery to subscribers until 
the late spring, a fuller account of the contents of the Memoir may 
be reserved until the next number of this Journal. 



